
 
 

June 15, 2020 

 

Re: Urgent Debate on current racially inspired human rights violations, systematic racism, 

police brutality and the violence against peaceful protests  

 

Excellencies, 

I write to you on behalf of the Global Justice Center (“GJC”), an international human rights 

organization, with special ECOSOC consultative status, dedicated to advancing gender equality 

through the rule of law. We combine advocacy with legal analysis, working to ensure equal 

protection of the law for women and girls. 

Last week, GJC was proud to join over 600 of our fellow-organizations, as well as the families of 

George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Michael Brown and Philando Castile,1 in calling for the Human 

Rights Council to convene a special session the escalating situation of police violence and repression 

of protests in the United States. We thank the Council for heeding this call and scheduling an urgent 

debate on this topic for this upcoming Wednesday, June 17, 2020.  

While we understand that the debate is not focused solely on the United States, we are hopeful that 

this session will bring crucial international attention to the unchecked violations against Black 

people, and peaceful protestors in the United States. We also urge you to utilize this meeting to take 

concrete action to ensure accountability for racist policing tactics and excessive force used against 

peaceful protesters in the country, in particular by mandating an independent inquiry to document 

and investigate extrajudicial killings of unarmed Black men and women, and police violence against 

protesters and journalists. 

The need for such an inquiry is urgent and necessary--the United States has long demonstrated its 

unwillingness to tackle and ensure accountability for institutional and systemic racism.  Despite 

repeated recommendations by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination regarding 

police brutality and discriminatory police practices, the United States has failed to take meaningful 

action.2 Of particular note are the experiences of Black women, who are murdered by police, 

assaulted by police, unlawfully arrested by police, arrested and charged for defending themselves by 

non-police violence, and nevertheless all too often rendered invisible in public discourse and official 

responses.3   

Accordingly, in line with the call in the letter dated July 8th4 requesting this session, we urge you to 

take the following actions:  

● Mandate an independent inquiry into racist policing with impunity in the United States, and 

the allegations of excessive use of force against peaceful protesters and journalists; 

● Request that the inquiry present its findings to the Council, including recommendations on 

concrete actions the United States must take in line with its obligations under international 



human rights law, as well as the responsibility of the United States to end impunity for police 

violence and other serious human rights violations through appropriate disciplinary actions, 

prosecutions and fair trials; and 

● Call on the United States to give full and unrestricted access to UN Officials and experts 

conducting the inquiry.  

  

We thank you for your timely attention to this urgent issue. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Akila Radhakrishnan 
President 
Global Justice Center 
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