
Q&A: How President Obama Can - and Must - Save the Livesof Girls & Women Raped in War by Lifting the Abortion BanAttached to US Humanitarian Aid
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“In our cultureif you’re takenby force[raped] youmust stay withthe man.Youbecome hiswife.The boywanted me toleave and triedto force meback home butmy motherrefused.Thecommunitysaw that I waspregnant andrejected me.After sevenmonths myhusbandabandoned me.Then horriblethingshappened withI was havingthe baby.Thebaby died and Ihad a fisula [ahole betweenthe vagina andrectum orvagina andbladder].”
Pamela, 17,DemocraticRepublic ofCongo
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“Americanrepresentativesexplicitly cameto me andasked me toremove theword abortionfrom our draft[final report ofthe meeting]...Even under anObamaadministration,it is notpossible tohave an opendiscussionabout abortionin internationalagencies andcommissions.Thisstigmatisation,this censorshiparound theissue ofabortion, iswhat is causingthe enormousdistortion ofpriorities inwomen'shealth today.”
- RichardHorton, Editor,The Lancet
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Exclusion ofone medicalservice,abortion, fromthecomprehensivemedical careprovided to the“wounded andsick” in armedconflict, wheresuch service isneeded by onlyone gender, isnot only aviolation oftheir right tomedical care,but also aviolation of theprohibition on“adversedistinction”found incommon Article3, the AdditionalProtocols tothe GenevaConventions,and customaryinternationallaw.
- ProfessorLouiseDoswald-Beck
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